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➢ Elimination or mitigaton of hydro-morphological pressures

➢ Reestablishment of conditions for a Good Ecological Status (WFD; RBMP). 

LIFE ÁGUEDA | OBJECTIVE



Proposed solutions and key actions:

• Integration of demonstrative solutions for re-naturalizing 
river morphology

• Stakeholders’ engagement and compatibility of ecosystem uses

• Recreational and commercial fisheries management 

➢ Nature-like fish passages;

➢ Removal of river barriers and re-naturalization of the river-bed; 

➢ Translocation program of juvenile European eels ;

➢ Riparian habitat restoration (~50 km). 

LIFE ÁGUEDA | SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES



Sea lamprey,
Petromyzon marinus

Sea trout, Salmo trutta

Allis shad, Alosa alosa

European eel, 
Anguilla anguilla

Thin lipped grey mullet, 
Chelon ramada

Barbel, 
Luciobarbus bocagei

Nase,
Pseudochondrostoma polylepis

LIFE ÁGUEDA | TARGET SPECIES

Anadromous

Catadromous Potamodromous



Fermentelos
Lagoon

Ribeiradio-Ermida Dam

Grela weir
Ria de Aveiro

LIFE Águeda:

- Type I (Fish pass devices)

- Type II (Removals or structural adaptations)

- Type III (Management plan)

LIFE ÁGUEDA | IDENTIFICATION OF BARRIERS TO FISH MIGRATION



http://www.seppo.net/

LIFE ÁGUEDA | IDEAL SOLUTION: REMOVALS

http://www.seppo.net/


LIFE ÁGUEDA | IDENTIFICATION OF BARRIERS TO FISH MIGRATION: REMOVALS

Portinho weir

Old WeirRegato weir

temporary barriers

Redonda boulders
Cheira mills weir

wooden boards weir
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LIFE ÁGUEDA | REMOVALS

Regato weir
River Alfusqueiro



LIFE ÁGUEDA | REMOVALS

Old Weir (“Presa Velha”)
River Alfusqueiro



LIFE ÁGUEDA | REMOVALS

Cheira mills weir
River Águeda



LIFE ÁGUEDA | IDENTIFICATION OF BARRIERS TO FISH MIGRATION: FISH PASSES

Vermelha mills

Carvalha weir

Redonda weirs

Bolfiar weir

Carvalha weir

Redonda weir (upstream)

Redonda weir (downstream)

Bolfiar weir

Vermelha mills



LIFE ÁGUEDA | FISH PASSES

Vermelha mills weir
River Alfusqueiro



LIFE ÁGUEDA | FISH PASSES

Redonda weir (downstream)
River Águeda



LIFE ÁGUEDA | FISH PASSES

Bolfiar weir
River Águeda



LIFE ÁGUEDA | FISH PASSES

Redonda weir (upstream)
River Águeda



LIFE ÁGUEDA | FISH PASSES

Unforeseen users 



LIFE ÁGUEDA | HOW WE STARTED



LIFE ÁGUEDA | NOW

> 34 km reestablished 

river connectivity



50 km river banks 

benefited 

LIFE ÁGUEDA | RIPARIAN HABITAT RESTORATION



 Restoration/renaturalisation of riparian habitats and control of invasive alien species (IAS)

LIFE ÁGUEDA | RIPARIAN HABITAT RESTORATION



LIFE ÁGUEDA | MAIN CHALLENGES

Feb 2022 

First removals

Março 2022 

Conclusion of removals

Start fishway construction

Adverse weather 

Apr 2022

Continuing 
works…

Jul 2022

Summer – new hault
(AG9)

Feb 2023 

Continuing 
works…

Jun 2023

Concluding 
works

... Correction needed

2024

HAULT

Mar - Apr 2022



Grela weir, Sever do Vouga From the Vouga…

…to river Águeda

Eel capture station

LIFE ÁGUEDA | MAIN CHALLENGES



Grela weir, Sever do Vouga From the Vouga…

…to river Águeda

Eel capture station

LIFE ÁGUEDA | MAIN CHALLENGES

Dec ’2025



⦿ D3.1 – C-RIO – RIVER INTERPRETATION CENTER

 “LIFE Águeda – River Interpretation Center”

➢ Planned to open: Jul 2018

➢ Official opening: Jun 2025

Março 2023

LIFE ÁGUEDA | MAIN CHALLENGES



2025

THE FUTURE: NATURE RESTORATION LAW

25 000 km of free-flowing rivers

Programme for the Removal of 
Obsolete Hydraulic Infrastructure



WHAT’S NEXT?

INNOVATIVE AND INTEGRATED SOLUTIONS TO MITIGATE

HYDROMORPHOLOGICAL PRESSURES AND ENHANCE

ECOLOGICAL STATUS IN THE LIMA AND VOUGA BASINS

Leading partner: Technical support: Beneficiary partners:



LIFE REVIVE - Innovative and integrated solutions to mitigate hydro
morphological pressures and enhance ecological status in the Lima and
Vouga basins

PROJECT LOCATION:  Portugal

Total Budget: €6,507,163.27

% EC Co-funding: 60%

DURATION: 60 months

Coordinator: University of Évora 

Beneficiaries: 8

Coordination: Technical & Scientific Support:

Beneficiary partners:



This presentation only reflects the views of the project team, and neither CINEA nor the European Union is responsible for the content or 
use made of any information contained therein.

@LIFE.AGUEDA

http://www.life-agueda.uevora.pt

life.agueda@uevora.pt Thank you!

http://www.life-agueda.uevora.pt/
http://www.life-agueda.uevora.pt/
http://www.life-agueda.uevora.pt/
mailto:life.agueda@uevora.pt
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